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Pictured I-r: Richard T. Anderson, Husam Ahmad, Jill N. Lerner, Cyrus lzzo, Anthony E. Shorris, Lisa Linden, Carlo A. Scissura, Christopher Larsen

Building Congress celebrates stalwarts of building sector

Nearly 900 men and wom-
en from the design, construc-
tion, and real estate commu- *
nity gathered to pay tribute
to Anthony E. Shorris, First
Deputy Mayor of the City of
New York; Husam Ahmad,
PE., Chairman and CEO of
HAKS; and Jill N. Lerner,

FAIA, Principal of Kohn
Pedersen Fox Associates,
P.C., during the New York
Building Congress 96th An-
niversary Leadership Awards
Luncheon at the New York
Hilton Midtown.

The luncheon, which was
co-chaired by Cyrus J. 1zzo,

P.E., Co-President of Syska
Hennessy Group, Inc., and
Christopher Larsen, Principal
of Halmar International LLC,
included special greetings
from New York State Lieuten-
ant Governor Kathy Hochul
and New York City Comptrol-
ler Scott Stringer.

Building Congress presi-
dent and CEO Carlo A. Scis-
sura opened the program by
noting that the organization
and luncheon are unique in
that they bring together such
a broad range of industry
professionals, including “the
leaders of New York City’s
design, construction and real
estate community, represent-
ing architects, engineers,
universities, hospitals, public
authorities, and leaders of

government.”

In her remarks, Lieutenant
Governor Hochul cited the
recent construction of the new
Kosciuszko Bridge as being
emblematic of a strong and
growing New York City.

She praised Governor An-
drew Cuomo’s infrastructure
agenda, saying, ‘“You actually
have a Governor who is so
bold and so audacious that
he will take on projects, like
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the Tappan Zee Bridge, that people talked
about literally for decades.” She also noted
the Governor’s redevelopment plans for Penn
Station and LaGuardia and JFK Airports and
praised the role of the building industry for its
expertise and ingenuity in completing these
projects.

Comptroller Stringer said that New York
City has exceeded expectations since the
Great Recession, exhibiting robust job growth,
increased home ownership, and record invest-
ment in affordable housing. However, he
explained that it is essential that everyone

work together to ensure economic growth and
prosperity is spread across the five boroughs,
explaining, “When economic opportunity
reaches all parts of our city, we all do well.”

Rudin Management Company Vice Chair-
man and CEO William C. Rudin and Vice
Chairman and President Eric Rudin presented
the 2017 Jack and Lewis Rudin Award for
Service to New York City to Deputy Mayor
Shorris.

First Deputy Mayor Shorris began his
acceptance by quoting Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow, “Ah, to build, to build! That is the
noblest art of all the arts,” and recognizing the
Building Congress for its longstanding role in
the industry. “For almost a century, this or-
ganization has brought together builders who
practice that art.”

First Deputy Mayor Shorris went on to
speak about Jack and Lewis Rudin’s profes-
sional and personal legacies, calling them not
only “great builders of buildings, but great
builders of bridges between people.”

1zzo was joined by Scissura to present
the 96th Anniversary Leadership Award to
Ahmad.

Citing his accomplishments at HAKS, I1zzo
praised Ahmad for building his firm to become
one of the nation’s fastest growing consulting
engineering firms and noted his active role in
the Building Congress. “Anyone who knows
him can attest that Husam is an asset to the
industry and the Building Congress.”

Ahmad talked about the various roles he
has held, including positions on the Boards
of both the Building Congress and Building
Foundation. He expressed the importance and
uniqueness of the organization, explaining, “It

puts all of us - designers, contractors, labor
leaders, builders, suppliers, agencies - together
on one platform to think wisely and do the best
projects we can with collaboration.”

In closing, he credited the HAKS leadership
team for the firm’s impressive growth to 700
employees today.

New York Building Congress President
Emeritus Richard T. Anderson joined Larsen
in presenting the 96th Anniversary Leadership
Award to Lerner.

Anderson described Lerner’s start in the
industry, her professional accomplishments,
and her leadership position in the American
Institute of Architects New York Chapter. “Her
dedication and commitment to the city is what
has made a difference not only for the AIA,
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but for all of us at the Building Congress and
throughout the industry.”

Lerner noted that tackling the toughest ur-
ban problems requires the collaborative efforts
of the entire industry, as well as government
and other private sector businesses. “It will
get done by the efforts of those in this room,
working together as New Yorkers.”

The Underwriters of the luncheon were
Halmar International, LLC; Jack Resnick &
Sons; Kohn Pedersen Fox Associates; Rudin
Management Company, Inc.; Skanska; Suf-
folk; and Syska Hennessy Group, Inc. The
Executive Co-Chairmen were Con Edison;
HAKS; Milo E. Riverso of STV Incorporated;
Sciame Construction LLC; and Christopher O.
Ward of AECOM.



